It is a reflection on the great interest in laparoscopic techniques that a second edition of this excellent book has been produced only two years after the first with nearly twice the number of pages. The first edition was translated into four languages and the new edition has extra chapters on laparoscopic treatment of common duct stones, laparoscopic management of pancreatic cancer, and diagnostic laparoscopy tissue diagnosis and other procedures. As in the first edition, the whole emphasis is on safety, training, and careful technique. Far from the very experienced authors implying that all cholecystectomies are easy for the expert, they devote a whole chapter to 'the difficult cholecystectomy', which discusses exposure difficulties, abnormal anatomy, etc.
There is realistic advice about problems and their management, should they arise but with careful attention to the details of this book, many problems can be avoided.
This new edition is far better illustrated than the first with many colour photographs of excellent quality and the use of line diagrams, as well as halftone photographs. The line drawings are particularly useful when they are set beside the laparoscopic view and explain the anatomy and the details. As in the first edition, there is a chapter on laparoscopic cholecystolithotomy and cholecystostomy for the particular situations where these are indicated, such as previous peptic ulcer surgery or 
